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IN 2009, Somali pirates hijacked 
the U.S.-flagged Maersk Alabama; 
although the crew was able to retake 
the cargo ship, the captain, Richard 
Phillips, was taken captive by the 
raiders and held aboard a lifeboat.

POLL: Do you agree 
with Major League 
Baseball’s decision to 
pull the All-Star game 
out of Atlanta this 
summer? Weigh in on 
the Globe’s online poll 
at joplinglobe.com.

Online  
now

Today in history
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BY JOE HADSALL
jhadsall@joplinglobe.com

NEOSHO, Mo. — Author 
Jason Reynolds sat back 
and waited for the question 
about his book “Long Way 
Down” that he has presum-
ably been asked countless 
times.

On Wednesday, as Antho-
ny Lopes, a 16-year-old stu-
dent at the Jefferson Street 
Campus of  Neosho High 
School, asked it, about 30 of  

his classmates gasped in an-
ticipation for the answer.

Lopes said that a char-
acter, Shawn, at the end 
of  the book asks “Are you 
coming?”

“We have so many ideas 
of  what that meant, and 
we’ve argued in class about 
the things we think,” Lopes 
said. “Did you mean for 
something to happen after 
that?”

Released in 2017, the story 
has earned several pres-

tigious awards for young 
adult titles, including being 
named as a Newbery Honor 
Book, a Coretta Scott King 
Honor Book and a Printz 
Honor Book, as well as 
awards from Entertainment 
Weekly, Buzzfeed and Vul-
ture.

More important to En-
glish teacher Samantha 
Kibel, the title and other 
works by the New York 
Times bestselling writer 
have earned fandom from 

her students, who have de-
voured much of  his other 
works. When Kibel and 
Ryan Sheffield, director 
of  the Jefferson Street 
Campus, made the an-
nouncement of  the virtual 
tour in March, they could 
hear cheers and applause 
throughout the entire build-
ing.

“Authors like Jason make 
my job easier,” Kibel said. 

School gets virtual visit from bestselling author

Author James Reynolds held a virtual tour Wednesday 
with Neosho’s high school and junior high students. 

COURTESY | SIMON AND SCHUSTER SEE VISIT, 6A

BY JOHN HACKER
news@joplinglobe.com

LA RUSSELL, Mo. — The April elec-
tions in Jasper County typically do not 
bring out significant numbers of  voters 
like the state and national elections do, 
but in La Russell, turnout hit a new low 
Tuesday when no one voted.

Jasper County Clerk Charlie Davis 
said his office had checked several ways 
and found that none of  the 70 registered 
voters in La Russell had cast ballots in 
Tuesday’s election.

No votes cast 
Tuesday 

in La Russell
Fire district question fails, but board 

will consult state law on 2 races

SEE VOTES, 6A

BY DEBBY WOODIN
dwoodin@joplinglobe.com

A $7.3 million affordable housing 
complex aimed specifically at providing 
housing and support services for in-
come-limited residents and veterans with 
special needs is planned for construction 
in south Joplin.

Forest Park North Apartments will be 
located on 7 acres at 2801 S. Adele Ave. 

Developer 
to build $7M 
apartment 
complex

Housing would be aimed at 
income-limited residents, veterans

SEE COMPLEX, 2A

BY EMILY YOUNKER
eyounker@joplinglobe.com

BENTONVILLE, Ark. 
— A decade after it 
opened to the pub-
lic, Crystal Bridges 

Museum of  American Art is 
planning a major expansion.

The museum on Wednes-
day announced it will build 
additional space that will 
increase the size of  its 
current facilities by 50%, 
adding nearly 100,000 square 
feet to showcase its growing 
art collection and allowing 
for more visitors. The new 

space also will increase the 
capacity for exhibitions, ed-
ucational and outreach ini-
tiatives, cultural programs, 
and community events.

According to museum 
officials, design highlights 
include:

• A 65% INCREASE in gallery 
space with two new galler-
ies, an expansion of  existing 
space for temporary exhi-
bitions and new spaces for 
community displays.

• MORE EDUCATIONAL SPACES 
and a dedicated floor with 

An artist’s rendering depicts the view from a new cafe of a new event plaza at Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art. 
The expansion will add substantially to gallery space and that for visitors. Completion is set for 2024. COURTESY | SAFDIE ARCHITECTS

An artist’s rendering depicts the expanded Crystal Bridges 
Museum of American Art.  COURTESY | SAFDIE ARCHITECTS

Crystal Bridges plans expansion for more art, visitors
NEXT PHASE

SEE PLANS, 6A
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Gaylene Jenkins, 59
Joplin, MO
Beni Schultz, 81
Stark City, MO

Missouri
Beni Schultz

STARK CITY, MO –
Beni Schultz, 81, a home-
maker, passed away Tues-
day, April 6, 2021.

Funeral services will be
at 10 a.m. Monday at Wan-
da United Methodist
Church, Stark City. Visi-
tation will follow at the
church. Burial will be in
Missouri Veteran's Ceme-
tery, Springfield. Ar-
rangements are under the
direction of Clark Funer-
al Home, Granby.

ALVA HOOD
Age 93, Jasper

Graveside service Thursday 1 p.m.
Carl Junction Cemetery

CATHY M. VINYARD
Age 68, Joplin, MO

Service 10 a.m. Friday
Mason-Woodard Chapel

Visitation to follow service

NAOMI R. KEPPLE
Age 100, Carterville, MO.

Memorial Service: 2 p.m. Friday,
Mason-Woodard Chapel
Visitation: 1 p.m. Friday

prior to the service

DOROTHY STEELE
Age 81, Joplin, MO

Memorial Service 2 p.m. Saturday
First Baptist Church, Joplin

Visitation 1 p.m. until service time

RICHARD WHITCOMB
Age 61, Oronogo, MO

Cremation
Family owned and operated

For online condolences
and obituaries visit

www.masonwoodard.com

WE ASK THAT YOU PLEASE
OBSERVE THE SIX FOOT SOCIAL

DISTANCING PROTOCAL FOR
ALL VISITING AND FUNERAL
SERVICE INTERACTION TO
PROTECT YOURSELF AND

FAMILY MEMBERS

NORMA “JANE” MONTGOMERY
Age 79, Joplin

Graveside committal of ashes
Friday 2 p.m.

Ozark Memorial Park Cemetery

JIMMY MCGUIRK
Age 79, Joplin

Memorial service Saturday 1 p.m.
Visitation to follow
Parker Mortuary

GAYLENE JENKINS
Age 59, Joplin

Funeral service Monday 10 a.m.
Parker Mortuary Chapel

Burial Ozark Memorial Park
Visitation Sunday 3-4 p.m.

Parker Mortuary

DEATH NOTICES  

DEATHS

It is to be built by O’Reilly Devel-
opment Co. of  Springfield working 
in cooperation with the Economic 
Security Corporation of  Southwest 
Area.

Plans are to construct 40 apart-
ments, an office and community 
building near a similar apartment 
building, Forest Park Apartments, 
built in 2013.

“The overwhelming support 
from local officials and citizens of  

Joplin for Forest Park North only 
confirms that the development, as 
conceived, has achieved the goals 
set out by the development team to 
provide a unique project which spe-
cifically addresses the needs of  the 
community currently unavailable 
in the market,” said Denise Heintz, 
partner and director of  operations 
and development for O’Reilly, in a 
statement issued Wednesday.

While the apartments will in-
clude fully equipped kitchens, large 
closets, laundry equipment and 
laminate flooring, residents also 
will be provided a variety of  sup-
portive services.

Apartment management will 

work with the ESC to provide a 
number of  resources and activi-
ties. There will be an on-site care 
coordinator provided by the ESC to 
arrange one-on-one supportive ser-
vices. Residents, including veter-
ans, will be connected to communi-
ty resources and advocacy groups, 
nutritional meal planning and food 
assistance, access to needed hy-
giene items, increase social support 
and resources to improve physical 
and mental well-being.

Other programs offered by the 
ESC also will be available to those 
who need them, such as utility 
assistance, budget planning and 
services to find better jobs and 

increased income, Head Start and 
Early Head Start for those who 
have children. Residents also will 
be connected to transportation pos-
sibilities and health services.

Green building standards will be 
used in the project including in the 
lot design, land development, ener-
gy and water efficiency, and indoor 
environment quality, the company 
said in its statement.

The original Forest Park building 
has had full occupancy and keeps a 
waiting list, O’Reilly said.

The company also built Wildwood 
Senior Living retirement commu-
nity, which opened nearly two years 
ago in Wildwood Ranch.

COMPLEX
FROM 1A

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

MINNEAPOLIS — Officer 
Derek Chauvin had his knee on 
George Floyd’s neck area — and 
was bearing down with most of  
his weight — the entire 9 1/2 min-
utes the Black man lay facedown 
with his hands cuffed behind his 
back, a use-of-force expert testified 
Wednesday at Chauvin’s murder 
trial.

Jody Stiger, a Los Angeles Police 
Department sergeant serving as 
a prosecution witness, said that 
based on his review of  video evi-
dence, Chauvin applied pressure 
to Floyd’s neck or neck area from 
the time officers began pinning 
Floyd to the ground until para-
medics began to move him to a 
stretcher.

“That particular force did not 
change during the entire restraint 
period?” prosecutor Steve Schle-
icher asked as he showed the jury 
a composite of  five still images.

“Correct,” replied Stiger, who 
on Tuesday testified that the force 
used against Floyd was excessive.

Chauvin attorney Eric Nelson 
countered by pointing out what he 
said were moments in the video 
footage when Chauvin’s knee did 
not appear to be on Floyd’s neck 
but on his shoulder blade area or 
the base of  his neck. Stiger did not 
give much ground, saying the offi-
cer’s knee in some of  the contested 
images still seemed to be near 
Floyd’s neck, though he agreed his 
weight might have shifted at times.

In other testimony, the lead 

Minnesota state investigator on 
the case, James Reyerson, ini-
tially agreed with Nelson that 
Floyd seemed to say in a police 
body-camera video of  his arrest, “I 
ate too many drugs.”

But when a prosecutor played a 
longer clip of  the video, Reyerson 
said he believed what Floyd really 
said was “I ain’t do no drugs.”

Chauvin, 45, is charged with 
murder and manslaughter in 
Floyd’s death May 25. Floyd, 46, 
was arrested outside a neighbor-
hood market after being accused 
of  trying to pass a counterfeit 
$20 bill. A panicky-sounding 
Floyd struggled and claimed to be 
claustrophobic as police tried to 
put him in a squad car, and they 
pinned him to the pavement.

Bystander video of  Floyd crying 
that he couldn’t breathe as onlook-
ers yelled at Chauvin to get off  
him sparked protests and scattered 
violence around the U.S.

Nelson has argued that the now-
fired white officer “did exactly 
what he had been trained to do 
over his 19-year career,” and he 
has suggested that Floyd’s drug 
use and his underlying health 
conditions are what killed him, 
not Chauvin’s knee, as prosecutors 
contend. Fentanyl and metham-
phetamine were found in Floyd’s 
system.

Breahna Giles, a state forensic 
scientist, testified Wednesday 
that pills found in the SUV Floyd 
was driving contained metham-
phetamine and fentanyl. Another 
witness, forensic chemist Susan 

Meith, testified that remnants of  a 
pill found in the back of  the police 
squad car also contained metham-
phetamine and fentanyl. Earlier 
testimony revealed that this pill 
contained DNA from Floyd’s sali-
va.

Earlier, Nelson asked Stiger 
about uses of  force that are com-
monly referred to by police as 
“lawful but awful.” Stiger conced-
ed that “you can have a situation 
where by law it looks horrible to 
the common eye, but based on the 
state law, it’s lawful.”

Nelson has argued, too, that 
the officers on the scene were dis-
tracted by what they perceived as 

an increasingly hostile crowd of  
onlookers. 

But Stiger told the jury, “I did 
not perceive them as being a 
threat,” even though some by-
standers were name-calling and 
using foul language. He added 
that most of  the yelling was due to 
“their concern for Mr. Floyd.” Nel-
son’s voice rose as he asked Stiger 
how a reasonable officer would be 
trained to view a crowd while deal-
ing with a suspect, “and somebody 
else is now pacing around and 
watching you and watching you 
and calling you names and saying 
(expletives).” Nelson said such a 
situation “could be viewed by a 

reasonable officer as a threat.”
“As a potential threat, correct,” 

Stiger said.
Chauvin’s lawyer noted that 

dispatchers had described Floyd 
as between 6 feet and 6-foot-6 and 
possibly under the influence. Sti-
ger agreed it was reasonable for 
Chauvin to come to the scene with 
a heightened sense of  awareness.

Stiger further agreed with Nel-
son that an officer’s actions must 
be judged from the point of  view 
of  a reasonable officer on the 
scene, not in hindsight. Among 
other things, Nelson said that 
given typical emergency medical 
response times, it was reasonable 
for Chauvin to believe that para-
medics would be there soon.

In other testimony, Stiger 
said that as Floyd lay pinned to 
the ground, Chauvin squeezed 
Floyd’s fingers and pulled one of  
his wrists toward his handcuffs, 
a technique that uses pain to get 
someone to comply, but Chauvin 
did not appear to let up.

“Then at that point it’s just 
pain,” Stiger said.

Stiger was asked by prosecutors 
whether Chauvin had an obliga-
tion to take Floyd’s distress into 
account as the officer considered 
how much force to use.

“Absolutely,” Stiger replied. 
“As the time went on, clearly in 
the video, you could see that Mr. 
Floyd’s ... health was deteriorat-
ing. His breath was getting lower. 
His tone of  voice was getting low-
er. His movements were starting to 
cease.”

Expert: Chauvin never took knee off Floyd’s neck

In this image from video, Minneapolis Police Lt. Johnny Mercil, a use-
of-force trainer, testifies Tuesday as Hennepin County Judge Peter 
Cahill presides in the trial of former Minneapolis police Officer Derek 
Chauvin at the Hennepin County Courthouse in Minneapolis. Chauvin 
is charged in the May 25, 2020, death of George Floyd. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

LONDON — British 
authorities recommended 
Wednesday that the Astra-
Zeneca COVID-19 vaccine 
not be given to adults under 
30 where possible because 
of  strengthening evidence 
that the shot may be linked 
to rare blood clots.

The recommendation 
came as regulators in the 
United Kingdom and the 
European Union empha-
sized that the benefits of  re-
ceiving the vaccine contin-
ue to outweigh the risks for 
most people — even though 
the European Medicines 
Agency said it had found 
a “possible link” between 
the shot and the rare clots. 
British authorities recom-
mended that people under 
30 be offered alternatives to 
AstraZeneca. But the EMA 
advised no such age restric-
tions, leaving it up to its 
member countries to decide 
whether to limit its use.

Several countries have al-
ready imposed limits on who 
can receive the vaccine, and 
any restrictions are closely 
watched because the vac-
cine, which is cheaper and 
easier to store than many 
others, is critical to global 
immunization campaigns 
and is a pillar of  the U.N.-
backed program known as 
COVAX that aims to get vac-
cines to some of  the world’s 
poorest countries.

“This is a course correc-
tion, there’s no question 
about that,” Jonathan Van-
Tam, England’s deputy 
chief  medical officer, said 
during a news briefing.

Van-Tam said the effect on 
Britain’s vaccination time-
table — one of  the speediest 
in the world — should be 
“zero or negligible,” assum-
ing the National Health 
Service receives expected 
deliveries of  other vaccines, 
including those produced 
by Pfizer-BioNTech and 
Moderna.

EU and U.K. regulators 
held simultaneous news 
conferences Wednesday 
to announce the results of  
investigations into reports 
of  blood clots that sparked 
concern about the rollout of  
the AstraZeneca vaccine.

The EU agency described 
the clots as “very rare” side 
effects. Dr Sabine Straus, 
chair of  its Safety Com-
mittee, said the best data 
was from Germany, where 
there was one report of  the 
clots for every 100,000 doses 
given, although she noted 
far fewer reports in the U.K. 
Still, that’s less than the clot 
risk that healthy women 
face from birth control pills, 

noted another expert, Dr. 
Peter Arlett.

The agency said most of  
the cases reported were in 
women under 60 within 
two weeks of  vaccination, 
though it was unable to 
identify specific risk factors 
based on current infor-
mation. Experts reviewed 
several dozen cases that 
came mainly from Europe 
and the U.K., where around 
25 million people have 
received the AstraZeneca 
vaccine.

“The risk of  mortali-
ty from COVID is much 
greater than the risk of  
mortality from these side ef-
fects,” said Emer Cooke, the 
EMA’s executive director.

Arlett said there is no in-
formation suggesting an in-
creased risk from the other 
major COVID-19 vaccines.

In a statement, AstraZen-
eca said both UK and EU 
regulators had requested 
their vaccine labels be up-
dated to warn of  these “ex-
tremely rare potential side 
effect(s).”

“Both of  these reviews re-
affirmed the vaccine offers 
a high-level of  protection 
against all severities of  
COVID-19 and that these 

benefits continue to far out-
weigh the risks,” it said.

The EMA’s investigation 
focused on unusual types 
of  blood clots that have oc-
curred along with low blood 
platelets. One rare clot type 
appears in multiple blood 
vessels and the other in 
veins that drain blood from 
the brain.

“We are not advising a 
stop to any vaccination for 
any individual in any age 
group,” said Wei Shen Lim, 
who chairs Britain’s Joint 
Committee on Vaccination 
and Immunization. “We are 
advising a preference for 
one vaccine over another 
vaccine for a particular age 
group ... out of  the utmost 
caution rather than because 
we have any serious safety 
concerns.”

In March, more than a 
dozen countries, mostly in 
Europe, suspended their 
use of  AstraZeneca over 
the blood clot issue. Most 
restarted — some with age 
restrictions — after the 
EMA said countries should 
continue using the vaccine.

Britain, which relies 
heavily on AstraZeneca, 
however, continued to use 
it.

UK advises limiting AstraZeneca vaccine amid clot worry
Authorities recommend 
shot not be given to 

adults younger than 30 

BY TESSA WEINBERG
Missouri Independent

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. — Missou-
ri is one step closer to shedding its 
designation as the only state in the 
country without a prescription drug 
monitoring program after a bill to 
establish one was passed out of  the 
Senate on Tuesday.

Senate Bill 63, sponsored by Sen. 
Holly Rehder, R-Sikeston, cleared 
by a 20-12 vote what has historically 
been a stumbling block for the leg-
islation. Eleven Republicans joined 
nine Democratic senators in passing 
the legislation. The bill now heads to 
the House, where it has historically 
found success.

For nearly a decade, Missouri has 
been the only state without a pre-
scription drug monitoring program, 
commonly known as a PDMP, which 
would allow physicians and phar-
macists to track prescriptions.

The bill would establish a Joint 
Oversight Task Force for Prescrip-
tion Drug Monitoring, which would 
be made up of  licensed health care 

professionals, such as physicians 
and pharmacists, who would over-
see the creation of  a centralized 
database. The bill is based on the 
compromise lawmakers reached on 
last year’s legislation, Rehder said.

Supporters argue it’s necessary to 
monitor patients’ history and help 
providers intervene to stop opioid 
abuse. and for Rehder, the issue 
is personal — her own family has 
struggled with opioid addiction.

“This would simply move our 
patchwork program to a statewide 
program with legislative oversight,” 
Rehder said Tuesday.

Republican Sens. Mike Moon, of  
Ash Grove, and Rick Brattin, of  
Harrisonville, both reiterated their 
concerns with the legislation Tues-
day and were among the 12 Republi-
can senators who voted against the 
bill. Brattin said the 49 states that 
have already implemented a state-
wide prescription drug monitoring 
program are test cases for whether 
such a system works effectively.

“Forty-nine have failed. For-
ty-nine still continue to fail. and we 
still continue to see an epidemic of  
these sorts of  overdoses, the move-
ment to fentanyl,” Brattin said. “It 

has not cured or even helped move 
the ball forward. It just moves peo-
ple to transition to a different form 
of  drug to overdose from.”

In the past, even with the support 
of  Gov. Mike Parson, opponents 
have blocked the legislation. It ap-
peared to be on the brink of  passage 
last year but was shot down after 
Democrats who traditionally sup-
ported the program joined Republi-
can lawmakers in opposition.

ST. LOUIS PROGRAM
Amid debate on the bill last week, 

familiar concerns resurfaced. Moon 
questioned the security of  third-par-
ty vendors overseeing data entered 
into the system and the effectiveness 
of  the local program in St. Louis 
County.

“We may not have a lot of  control 
over foreign entities and what they 
do with it,” Moon said. “Once it’s 
gone, it’s gone.”

St. Louis County’s program is 
housed by a third-party vendor 
and covers a little over 80% of  the 
Missouri population, Rehder said. 
It would be phased out after the 
statewide program is implemented. 
Rehder said any vendor contracted 

by the state would have to meet the 
bill’s qualifications.

Under the bill, data would be 
purged on a rolling basis and could 
only be kept for three years — a pro-
vision the current St. Louis County 
program does not have, she said.

What’s more, provisions also 
stipulate that information in the 
database cannot be used by law en-
forcement to prevent an individual 
from owning a firearm or as proba-
ble cause to obtain a search warrant 
or arrest. Those who knowingly 
discloses patient information in vio-
lation of  the bill could be guilty of  a 
Class E felony.

“It’s no longer a question if  we’re 
going to have a PDMP,” Rehder said. 
“We have a PDMP. It’s ‘Which one do 
you want?’”

The bill now heads to the House 
with time running out on the 2021 
legislative session. Only six weeks 
remain before the General Assem-
bly adjourns for the year.

MISSOURI INDEPENDENT is part of States News-
room, a network of news bureaus supported 
by grants and a coalition of donors as a public 
charity. It can be found at missouri 
independent.com.

State Senate passes prescription monitoring program
Measure now goes to House

‘We are not advising 
a stop to any 
vaccination for any 
individual in any age 
group. We are 
advising a preference 
for one vaccine over 
another vaccine for a 
particular age group.’

Wei Shen Lim
Joint Committee on Vaccination 
and Immunization chair


